
Tairona

T-1



T-1

A necklace of sixteen large round, collared gold beads, ten smaller round gold beads, eighteen round 
carnelian beads and a large pendant jasper figure of a man with hand clasped in front of his chest.



     The jasper figure of a man, presumably a chief, is 4.5cm in height, 2.9 cm at the widest point of the 
head and shoulders, and 2.18 cm thick ( from the jutting bottom lip to the back of the figure). The 
figure was made without the use of metal tools, entirely by the use of abrasives (such as fossilized 
diatoms found in stream beds), with bow drills and string saws. It is drilled through sideways at the 
back of the neck for suspension( the hole is 3mm in diameter).  The back is slightly rounded, but 
essentially flat.  It comes from Columbia, South America and is said to be from the Tairona people. The
chief is wonderfully expressive; with a jutting chin and half closed eyes he projects a fierce pride. 
     The four large carnelian beads are flattened spheres 11mm-12mm in diameter, 7.5mm – 9mm in 
length.  The smaller carnelian beads are 5mm-6.5mm in diameter and 3.5mm-4.5mm in length.  The 
drill holes are 3mm in diameter.  The large gold beads are 15mm in diameter and 16 mm in length.  The
small gold spheres are 7mm in diameter.  The clasp is a hook and eye with the hook made from a 
tapered strip with the end rolled and the edges reinforced with flattened wire borders. The beading tips 
are domed circles that approximate one third of the volume of the large spherical beads, presenting the 
same round profile, and visually providing a transition to the clasp.  With flat backs, they lay 
comfortably on the neck.     
   The necklace is massive and splendid.  The lavish use of large gold beads combined with the 
magnificent pendant conveys a sense of the richness of the pre-Columbian cultures of South America.

T-1
The necklace is 18 ¼ inches (46.5 cm) in length.
The necklace weighs 103.75 gm.
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T-2

     A necklace of twenty-six round gold beads with sixteen round carnelian beads and a carved jasper 
figure of a man pendant.  The man, presumably a chief, holds his hands touching in front of his chest.  
A beard is indicated with three vertical marks.  The eyes appear to be half closed; they are depicted by 
raised bulges incised with a horizontal line (like coffee beans). The stone pieces are said to be from the 
Tairona people of Columbia, South America. They have been made entirely without the use of metal 
tools by the use of abrasives, drills and string saws.  In spite of the limitations of this labor intensive 
process, they have achieved wonderfully expressive results.  The chief projects and air of serenity and 
wisdom.  



  T-2
The jasper figure is 4.4 cm in height.  It is 2.24 cm at the widest point of the head and shoulders.  It is 
2.2 cm thick.  It is drilled through the back of the neck for suspension (the hole is 3mm in diameter).  
The carnelian beads are flattened spheres that decrease slightly in size towards the back of the 
necklace. They are 13.5mm ( by 11.5mm) , 12.5mm ( by 10mm) and 10.5mm (by 9.25mm) in diameter.
A second set of smaller round beads are 8.5mm (by 6mm) 7.75mm by (5.25mm), 7.5mm (by 4.5mm) in
diameter.  The larger beads are faced by a pair of 9mm round gold beads.  The smaller stone beads are 
faced by a pair of 7.5mm round gold beads. The clasp is a hook and eye with the hook made from a 
tapered strip with the end rolled. The beading tips are domed circles and visually providing a transition 
to the clasp.  With flat backs, they lay comfortably on the neck.     

T-2 

The necklace is 15 inches (38.5 cm) in length.
The necklace weighs 77.25 gm.
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    A necklace of twenty-eight round gold beads; (eight are large with collars) and eight round 
carnelians beads and two carnelian cylindrical beads with a carved jasper bean shaped pendant in the 
form of a man. The man, presumably a chief, holds his hands in front of his chest.  He appears to have 
his eyes closed as the eyes are depicted by downward slanting lines.  The stone pieces are said to be 
from the Tairona people of Columbia, South America. They have been made entirely without the use of
metal tools by the use of abrasives, drills and string saws. 



    The four larger carnelian beads are flattened spheres, 10mm in diameter.  They are 5mm – 6mm in 
length.  The four smaller round beads are 6mm in diameter. All the drill holes are 2.5mm – 3mm in 
diameter.  The two cylindrical beads are 8mm in diameter. They are 2.3cm and 2.5 cm in length. The 
drill holes are 3.5mm in diameter.   The pendant is 2.8 cm in height.  It is 9.25mm wide at the shoulders
and It is 6mm thick at the middle; the backs of the head and legs angle forward on the back side.  It is 
drilled through for suspension at the neck; the drill hole is 3mm in diameter.  The hair or headdress is 
indicated by by four vertical lines with a decided notch in the top center.  This notched head has been 
used as a sign for kingship since the earliest times making its appearance in Olmec sculptures and 
associated with the image of a jaguar.  The significance of this or the bean shape of the effigy is not 
known but it is certainly a part of the symbolic language of the representation.  
     The eight large gold beads are 1.9 cm in diameter and1.6 cm in length.  The sixteen smaller gold 
beads are 10mm in diameter There are a pair of 7.5mm gold beads to the back of the necklace. A pair of
6mm round beads face the pendant. The clasp is a hook and eye with the hook made from a tapered 
strip with the end rolled and the edges reinforced with flattened wire borders. The beading tips are 
domed circles that approximate one third of the volume of the large spherical beads, presenting the 
same round profile, and visually providing a transition to the clasp.  With flat backs, they lay 
comfortably on the neck.     

T-3

The necklace is 18 inches (45.2 cm) in length.
The necklace weighs 67.8 gm.
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     A necklace of twenty-two rock crystal cylinder beads alternating with round gold beads with a black
stone eagle pendant.  The stone beads and pendant  are said to be from the Tairona people of Columbia,
South America. They have been made entirely without the use of metal tools by the use of abrasives, 
drills and string saws. The crystal beads are from 7mm to 9mm in diameter and range in length from 
1.3 cm to 2.4 cm.  The drill holes are 5mm in diameter on the ends and taper to the centers where they 
meet.  The hourglass shape of the drill holes can be clearly seen through the sides of the cylinders.  
     The black bird is 3.4 cm in height.  It is 1.45 cm wide and from the tip of the beak to the back of the 
head it is 1.7 cm. It is drilled through the neck for suspension.  The drill hole is 4.5 mm in diameter.  
The back of the piece is flat.  The black stone bird is probably a representation of the magnificent 
Harpy eagle, the largest raptor in the Amazon basin.  It is schematic in representation with the beak 
sharply upturned as if looking up to the sky. Two small wings are either side of the body;  a trapezoid at
the bottom indicates the spread tail feathers. The head displays the notched crown motif which was a 
sign of kingship since the earliest times in the Olmec cultural region to the north in Mesoamerica.  
Whether this is the same symbolic language is not known, but it seems unlikely that it is a coincidence. 
     The six largest round gold beads are 1.1 cm in diameter. The remaining round gold beads graduate 
in size 1cm down to 7.5 mm.  There is a 7mm round gold bead in either side of the pendant.  There are 
a pair of rock crystal beads on either side of these gold beads. They are small (8mm in diameter and 
5mm in length and make the transition from the strand to the pendant.  The gold clasp is a hook and 
beading tips, the hook made from a strip of gold with the end rolled up at the end of the hook.  The 
beading tips are spheres with a strap of flattened wire attached to the bordered rim on a raised disc to 
either side of the openings.  This hides the knots at the end of the cord on which the beads are strung. 
The beading tips continue the look of the spherical beads and are also incorporated into the design of 
the clasp.  



    

T-4

The necklace is 24 inches (62 cm)
The necklace weighs 80 gm.
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T-5      The large red jasper larva which is the centerpiece of the necklace.



T-5

     A massive necklace of five carnelian amulets, in the form of larva or grubs, inter-spaced with 
fourteen carnelian beads, both round and cylindrical, alternating with sixteen large round collared 
spherical gold beads. Two more spheres form beading tips and there is an attached hook and eye clasp.  
The stone pieces are said to be from the Tairona people of Columbia, South America. They have been 
made entirely without the use of metal tools by the use of abrasives, drills and string saws. The 
significance of the grubs for the ancient Tairona people is unknown. One theory is that it is the larval 
form of the bot fly which infests Howler monkeys.  Howler monkeys were a food source for the 



peoples of the Amazon, but what relationship this has to the use of the grub form in the jewelry is an 
open question.  There must have been a deep significance to the use of this form, but at present it 
remains a mystery. The larva must have played a role in an important myth which is unknown to us. 
Even without the specific knowledge of their meaning, the larva forms are vigorous and powerful and 
have a strong abstract and formal presence. 
     The red jasper centerpiece of this necklace is 4.6 cm in height.  It is 2.05 cm wide and 2.8 cm back 
to front.  It is drilled about half way down and two thirds to the back for suspension.  The drill hole is 
5mm and tapers from each side to meet in the middle.  The back is flat and slightly rounded to 
comfortably rest against the body.  The next grub up (on the right side of the necklace proper) has  
beautiful white and orange patterning and is 2.9 cm in height, 9.2mm wide and 1.9cm from back to 
front. It has a drill hole of 3mm diameter that tapers to the center.  The next grub up is also beautifully 
marked with orange and white layers and is 2.13 cm in height, 1 cm in width and 1.5 cm from back to 
front. The grub to the other side of the center has a slightly translucent darker orange color and two 
bulging “eyes.” It is 2.5 cm in height and 1.2 cm wide, and 1.63 cm from back to front.  It is drilled 
similarly to the others with a 4mm diameter drill hole.  The next grub is also orange and white with the 
same bifurcation on the head as the other three orange and white pieces. It is 2.45 cm in height and 9.5 
mm wide. It is 1.55 cm from back to front and has a drill hole of 4.5 mm.  The round carnelian beads 
are 1.3cm in diameter and 1.2 cm in length, being slightly flattened spheres.  The cylindrical beads are 
9 mm in diameter and 3.1 cm in length.  The next smallest sized cylinders are 9mm and 10mm in 
diameter and 2.8 cm and 2.45 cm in length. They all have 4mm drill holes. The smallest pair of 
cylinders are 8.5 mm in diameter and 1.6 cm and 1.3 cm in length.  The latter is slightly tapered, the 
rest are all straight sided.  There are two tapered barrel shaped beads at the back: one is 1.05 cm in 
diameter and 1.1 cm in length and the other is 8mm  in diameter 9 mm in length with a creamy white 
color. 
     The round gold beads are 1.45 cm in diameter and are collared, making them 1.5 cm in length. The 
gold clasp is a hook and eye and beading tips, the hook made from a strip of gold with the end rolled up
at the end of the hook. It attaches to an eye with the attachment circle at right angles to the other circle 
which attaches to the beading tips.   The beading tips are spheres with a strap of flattened wire attached 
to the bordered rim on a raised disc to either side of the openings.  This hides the knots at the end of the
cord on which the beads are strung. The beading tips continue the look of the spherical beads and are 
also incorporated into the design of the clasp.    

The necklace is 23 inches (57.5 cm) in length.
The necklace weighs 153.6 gm. 



T-5 
Second grub in the necklace



T-5      Fifth grub in the necklace
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Beading tips and clasp
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A massive necklace of fourteen round gold beads with sixteen carnelian beads and a jasper effigy of a 
man pendant. The stone beads and pendant are said to be from the Tairona people of Columbia, South 



America. They have been made entirely without the use of metal tools by the use of abrasives, drills 
and string saws. The jasper pendant is 6.9 cm in height and 2.45 cm at the widest point at the shoulders.

T-6
It is 9mm thick from front to back.  It is drilled through at the neck and the drill hole is 3.5 mm. The 
back is flat.  The figure appears to be wearing some sort of headdress which is raised on the top of the 
head and delineated with an incised line across the top of the forehead.  There are two vertical incised 
lines on the front of the box like shape.  The face is formed by a series of incised lines which give the 
face and nose a flattened look that suggests Negroid features. Although some this might take this as 
evidence of contact with Africa this is probably not the case and is a result of the fact that the figure is 



formed entirely by grinding and the use of string saws and abrasives to cut the lines. The chin area is 
also extended and there are four vertical lines incised to indicate a beard. 
     There are six jasper cylinder beads, 9.5 mm- 10mm in diameter.  The bottom pair are 2.3 cm in 
length.  The middle pair are 2.8 cm and 2.9 cm in length and the back pair are 2.4 cm and 2.65 cm in 
length.   The eight round beads are flattened spheres from 1 cm to 1.1 cm in diameter.  They vary in 
length from 6.5mm to 8 mm.  A pair of small 5.5 mm diameter by 3.5 mm in length orange beads space
a pair of gold beads from the pendant. These are 10.5 mm in diameter.  The twelve large gold beads are 
collared and are 1.4 cm in diameter and 1.5 cm in length.   The gold clasp is a hook and eye and 
beading tips, the hook made from a strip of gold with the end rolled up at the end of the hook. It 
attaches to an eye with the attachment circle at right angles to the other circle which attaches to the 
beading tips.   The beading tips are spheres with a strap of flattened wire attached to the bordered rim 
on a raised disc to either side of the openings.  This hides the knots at the end of the cord on which the 
beads are strung. The beading tips continue the look of the spherical beads and are also incorporated 
into the design of the clasp.    

The necklace is 20 inches (51.3 cm) in length.
The necklace weighs 140.65 gm.

T-6
      Clasp and beading tips
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    A necklace of twenty-eight round gold beads with ten carnelian beads, two of which are cylindrical 
tubes and eight flattened spheres, and a jasper effigy of a man, presumably a chief, pendant.   



T-7
The stone pieces are said to be from the Tairona people of Columbia, South America. They have been 
made entirely without the use of metal tools by the use of abrasives, drills and string saws. In spite of 
the limitations of this technique, the figure is quite expressive.  His hands are clasped in front of his 
chest.  He has a page boy hair cut with the sides extending below the earlobes and the forlocks cut short
with bangs. There is a triangular area below the chin with four diagonal lines incised upwards from the 
sides to indicate a beard.  The mouth is a straight horizontal line across conveying a look of severity. 
The figure is 3.7 cm in height and 2.2 cm wide at the shoulders. It is 2.75 cm from front to back.  It is 
drilled through at the neck towards the back for suspension and the back is rounded but essentially flat. 
The drill hole tapers inwards from the 3.75 mm outside diameter.  There are a pair of holes that angle in
at the back of the head which are 3mm apart and 2mm in diameter.  This is an alternative way of 
attaching the effigy, perhaps to some sort of headdress.
     There are six carnelian flattened spheres with a diameter of 1cm. They range in length from 5.5mm 
to 7 mm. The drill holes are 3.5 mm in diameter and taper inwards.  A smaller pair at the front of the 
necklace are 6.75 mm in diameter and 5mm in length.  The carnelian tubes are 9mm in diameter and 
2.7 cm in length.  The drill holes are 4.5mm in diameter.          
     The eight large round gold beads are 1.45 cm in diameter.  They are collared and are 1.6 cm in 
length. There are sixteen smaller round gold beads that are 9mm in diameter.  There are four round 
beads that are 7.5 mm in diameter at the front and back of the necklace.  The beading tips are collared 
hemispheres with a stirrup of flattened wire attaching at the edge on two discs.  A hook is attached to 
this loop. It is a strip of gold sheet that has been rolled on the end and bent around to form a hook.  The 
end is curled into a circle which is soldered and attached to the beading tip. The strap on the other 
beading tip is the receiver for the hook.  The hemispherical cups hide the knots at the end of the cord on
which the beads are strung. The beading tips continue the look of the spherical beads and are also 
incorporated into the design of the clasp.    





T-7

The necklace is 18 inches (45.6 cm) in length.
The necklace weighs 80 gm.
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   A necklace of twenty-eight round gold beads with ten carnelian beads, eight of which are flattened 
spheres and two are cylindrical tubes, with a carnelian bean shaped effigy of a of a man, presumably a 
chief.  The stone pieces are said to be from the Tairona people of Columbia, South America. They have 
been made entirely without the use of metal tools by the use of abrasives, drills and string saws.     



    The pendant is 2.85 cm in height and 2.18 cm wide at the shoulders.  It is 1.25 cm thick, from front 
to back.  It is drilled through the sides at the neck; the drill holes are 3.25mm at the outside diameter 
and taper inward.  The eight carnelian round beads are 8.5 mm in diameter to 6.5 mm in diameter with 
lengths varying from 4mm to 6 mm.  The carnelian tubes are 7.5mm and 8.5 mm.  The lengths are 
2.4cm and 2.7 cm.  There are eight large  slightly oblate round gold beads 1.05 cm in diameter and 
1.15cm in length. There are twenty smaller round gold beads 7.5mm in diameter and neck of the 
pendant figure.  The beading tips are spheres with a strap of flattened wire attached to the bordered rim 
on a raised disc to either side of the openings.  This hides the knots at the end of the cord on which the 
beads are strung. The beading tips continue the look of the spherical beads and are also incorporated 
into the design of the clasp.   

T-8

The necklace is 15 5/8 inches (40.5 cm) in length.
The necklace weighs 
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A necklace of thirty six carnelian beads, twelve of cylindrical form and twenty-four round beads and 
twelve round gold beads and a carnelian effigy of a man, presumably a chief, pendant.  The stone 
pieces are said to be from the Tairona people of Columbia, South America. They have been made 
entirely without the use of metal tools by the use of abrasives, drills and string saws. 
     The pendant is 2.9 cm in height and 1.85 cm wide at the shoulders.  It is 1.55 cm thick, from from to
back.  It is drilled through at the neck for suspension; the drill hole is 4mm at the outside and tapers 
towards the center. The back is flat. It is made from a slightly pinkish orange carnelian.  The hands are 
held in front of the body; the head is tilted slightly upwards with the chin forward giving the figure a 
confident proud demeanor. 
     There are twelve cylindrical tubes of carnelian, the largest with a diameter of 8 75 mm. The lengths 



of these are 3.1 cm; the drill hiles are 3.75 mm in diameter.  The smaller pair next to the pendant are 
7.25 mm and 8.25 mm in diameter and they are 1.3 cm and 1.45 cm in length. The smallest cylindrical 
bead at h back is 1cm in length and 6.9mm in length.  Similarly, the round beads are all about 6mm 
-7mm in diameter and 4.25 mm – 3.5 mm in length with drill holes of about 2mm.  The round gold 
beads are 7.5 mm  in diameter and 8 mm in length, being slightly oblate in shape. 

T-9

T-9



 The gold clasp is a hook and eye and beading tips, the hook made from a strip of gold with the end 
rolled up at the end of the hook. It attaches to an eye with the attachment circle at right angles to the 
other circle which attaches to the beading tips.   The beading tips are spheres with a strap of flattened 
wire attached to the bordered rim on a raised disc to either side of the openings.  This hides the knots at
the end of the cord on which the beads are strung. The beading tips continue the look of the spherical 
beads and are also incorporated into the design of the clasp.    

The necklace is 23 inches (43.2 cm) in length.
The necklace weighs 47.5 gm.
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     A necklace of thirty-four round gold beads with twelve red jasper beads and a red jasper figure of a 
man, presumably a chief, pendant. The stone pieces are said to be from the Tairona people of 
Columbia, South America. They have been made entirely without the use of metal tools by the use of 
abrasives, drills and string saws.  The pendant is 3.45 cm in height and 2.2 cm across the shoulders. 
The figure is 1.5 cm from chin to back.  It is drilled through the neck for suspension. The drill hole is 



3 mm in diameter at the surface and tapers inward.  The back is flat.  Incised lines delineate the legs, 
feet hand held in front of the body and the facial features.  A deep groove visually separates the head 
from the shoulders and a rounded wide groove crosses the chest horizontally. The head displays the 
page boy haircut with short bangs and the sides long to the shoulders. There are two deep lines from the
bridge of the nose angled downwards to the jaw that give an impression of age.  The jaw is angled 
downward giving the chin a point and the mouth is a straight line across near the bottom.  The lips 
seem to be slightly pursed.  The eyes are two lines high on the face just under the hairline giving the 
face an inscrutable air. Despite the limitations of the carving technique and the rather schematic 
rendition of the arms, hands and legs, the face has a very definite character that portrays a confident 
serenity and authority.
     There are a pair of flattened round jasper beads 8.5mm – 9.5mm in diameter 5mm in length.  The 
drill holes are 2mm.  There are a pair of cylinder beads 8mm in diameter  and 7.5 mm in length. They 
are very slightly barrel shaped. The drill holes are 3mm in diameter. There is another pair of similar  
barrel beads 5.5mm and 6mm in diameter with lengths of 8mm – 8.5mm. They also have 3mm drill 
holes. There are four 4mm round beads, two at the pendant and two to the back.
     The twelve larger round gold beads are 11mm by 12mm, being slightly oblate.  The twenty-two 
smaller round gold beads are 7.5mm in diameter.  The beading tips are spheres with a strap of flattened 
wire attached to the bordered rim on a raised disc to either side of the openings.  This hides the knots at
the end of the cord on which the beads are strung. The beading tips continue the look of the spherical 
beads and are also incorporated into the design of the clasp.    
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The necklace is 16 ¾ inches (42.7 cm) in length.
The necklace weighs 54.25 gm.
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     A necklace of thirty-four round gold beads with twelve round carnelian beads and a red jasper bird 
pendant. The stone pieces are said to be from the Tairona people of Columbia, South America. They 
have been made entirely without the use of metal tools by the use of abrasives, drills and string saws.  
The pendant is 2.4 cm from the top of the beak to the tip of the tail.  It is 2.6 cm wide at the shoulders.  
It is 1.68 cm from back to front.  It is drilled through at the back of the neck for suspension.  The drill 
hole is 3 mm in diameter. The back is flat. The bird is probably a rendition of the harpy eagle.  The 



wings are indicated by deep grooves that outline the shoulders and fronts of the wings and separate 
them from the chest volume.  Two horizontal grooves at the bottom indicated the tail feathers and the 
feet.  A deep groove forms the neck .  Two bulging circles on either side of the head indicate the eyes.  
Two angled grooves that begin at the eyes slant downward and meet at the front of the beak to indicate 
the upper and lower parts of the beak.  As with other chief figures, the head is tilted slightly back 
elevating the chin or in this case, the beak, conveying authority.  
     The carnelian beads range from 6mm to 9mm in diameter and 3.5mm to 5.5mm in length.  The 
larger beads have 3mm drill holes that taper until they meet in the center of the bead; the smaller beads 
have drill holes of 2mm in diameter. 
     The ten larger round gold beads are 10.5mm in diameter and 11.5mm in length, being slightly oblate
in shape.  The twenty-two smaller gold beads are 7.5mm in diameter.  Two 5mm gold beads fit into the 
groove at the neck. The beading tips are spheres with a strap of flattened wire attached to the bordered 
rim on a raised disc to either side of the openings.  This hides the knots at the end of the cord on which 
the beads are strung. The beading tips continue the look of the spherical beads and are also 
incorporated into the design of the clasp.        

T-11

The necklace if 15 ½ inches (39.5 cm) in length.
The necklace weighs 46.0 gm.
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T-12
     A necklace of twenty four round gold beads with twenty-four round carnelian beads and a pair of 
cylindrical carnelian tubes.  There are three bird pendants, two of red jasper and one of orange 
carnelian. The stone pieces are said to be from the Tairona people of Columbia, South America. They 
have been made entirely without the use of metal tools by the use of abrasives, drills and string saws.  
The birds are probably representations of the harpy eagle, the largest raptor in the amazon Basin.   The 
largest pendant is 2.2 cm in height.  It is 1.6 cm wide at the shoulders.  It is 1.5 cm from front to back.  
It is drilled for suspension through the neck groove with a hole diameter of 3mm.  The bird has bulging
eyes, raised circles on either side of the head. Two grooves angle forward to meet at the point of the 



beak to mark the separation of the top and bottom of the beak.  There is a groove around the outlines of
the wings to either side of the body.  Two horizontal lines indicate the tail feathers hanging down in the 
rear and the register for the feet show vertical lines indicating the toes.  The form is squat and 
contained.  The technique of manufacture, grinding and grooving with string saws and abrasives,  
results in an economy of form and schematic representation of the parts of the anatomy. The carnelian 
bird is 1.7 cm in height and It is 1.1 cm from back to front.  It is drilled through the neck groove for 
suspension.  The drill hole is 2mm in diameter. The same conventions are employed to delineate the 
forms, but the overall proportions are less boxy than in the previous.  The third bird of red jasper is 1.9 
cm in height and 1.3 cm across the shoulders.  It is 9.5mm from back to front.  It is drilled through for 
suspension at the neck groove with a hole diameter of 2mm.  The same conventions of representation 
are employed, but the proportions are different with the head being raised on a longer neck and the eyes
protruding and bulging out from the head.  The beak is shorter and more rounded.  In spite of the 
limitations of the technique employed in the making of the birds, each conveys a different expression 
and demeanor.
    The twenty four round carnelian beads are 7.5mm in diameter and 4.5mm – 5mm in length being 
flattened spheres.  The drill holes are 2mm in diameter.  The two carnelian tube beads are 7.5mm  in 
diameter and 2 cm and 2,25 cm in length.  The drill holes are 4mm in diameter.  
     The six largest round gold beads are 1.1 cm in diameter and 1.15 cm in length, being slightly oblate.
The eighteen smaller round gold beads are 7.5 mm in diameter.  

T-12
      The gold clasp is a hook and eye and beading tips, the hook made from a strip of gold with the end 
rolled up at the end of the hook. It attaches to an eye with the attachment circle at right angles to 
another circle which attaches to the beading tips.  The beading tips are spheres with a strap of flattened 
wire attached to the bordered rim on a raised disc to either side of the openings.  This hides the knots at



the end of the cord on which the beads are strung. The beading tips continue the look of the spherical 
beads and are also incorporated into the design of the clasp.     

T-12

The necklace is 17 inches (43.3 cm) in length.
The necklace weighs 48.3 gm.
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A three strand necklace of turquoise and gold beads with a blue turquoise eagle in front of an 18k gold 
disc.
These beads are said to have come from northern Colombia and be from the Tairona tribes that still live
in the mountains there. The centerpiece of this necklace is a carved turquoise piece depicting an eagle 
standing with arms/wings held in front of the chest. The head is turned to the right. Incised lines define 
the arms, legs and feet in a convention that is used in depictions of chiefs or ancestors on carved 
carnelian pieces from the same area. The turquoise is a bright blue color. The eagle is ¾ inch (2 cm) in 
height and ½ inch (1.25 cm) in width. It is ¼ inch  (0.62 cm) thick at the head and has two angled holes
drilled into the mid back that meet inside the figure.  A gold wire passing through this hole secures the 
eagle to a slightly concave 18k gold disc of 1 1/16 inches (2.7 cm) diameter. The back of the disc has 
two groups of three gold tubes attached at angles through which the three strands of turquoise and gold 
beads are strung.  The turquoise beads are discs of 1/8 inch (3 mm) diameter and 1/16 inch (1.5 mm) 
thickness.  They are varying shades of green and vary somewhat in thickness.  Four gold straps made 
from three tubes catch the three strands and hold them in place.  Two gold convex discs 9/16 inches 
(1.4 cm) in diameter at the back of the necklace have three gold tubes attached to the back which 
provides a similar function and serves as an attachment  for the hook and eye clasp. Between each of 
these three-holed spacers there are two groups of pre-Colombian gold beads evenly spaced. These 
beads are an eighth inch (3 mm) in diameter and from 3 /32 to 3/8 inch (3 to 4 mm) in length.  They are
old and rare. They are made in a cold join method as follows. A portion gold is heated until it melts and
balls up into a sphere. This is then flattened into a disc which is perforated in the center.  The disc is 
positioned over a hole that is about one half the diameter of the disc.  A punch is used to drive the disc 
down into the hole which produces something like a cup cake wrapper with corrugated sides. A bead is 
made by fitting one of these cups upside down inside the other so that both the bottoms face out.  While
no solder is used to join the halves, normal wear from use tends to bond them together providing an 
elegant cold joining technique. 
    The challenge in utilizing rare and scarce materials such as these is to design a wearable necklace 
that shows off the components to their best advantage. To this effect the gold sun disc was used to both 
visually set off the eagle from the beads behind and to provide an attachment to the eagle's back. The 
holes in the back are too far down to be used for suspension from a strand. This makes the eagle 
unsuitable for use as a pendant.  The three tubes on the back of the discs as well as the four bars made 
of three tube beads allow for the three strands to function effectively as a strap and to lay properly on 
the neck and shoulders without twisting or bunching.  The modern elements must also harmonize with 
and accentuate the ancient components.
A final note on the stringing: The necklace is worn as a choker; in order to lay properly it has to be 
strung with the inside strands shorter than the outside. This prevents it from laying flat when it is 
photographed so that it is by necessity shown twisted in the photographs. 
In actual use the necklace lays as a flat strap without twisting.  

T-13
The necklace is 15 ½ inches (39 cm)in length.
The necklace weighs 26 grams. 
     
 



T-14
     A necklace of twenty-six gneiss barrel shaped beads spaced with silver beads and a monkey figure 
pendant.  The monkey is aid to be from the Tairona people of Columbia, South America. It has been 
made entirely without the use of metal tools by the use of abrasives, drills and string saws. The pendant
is 2.8 cm in height.  It is 1.6 cm wide at the shoulders and 1.24 cm from front to back.  As in other 
Tairona effigy pendants, the details of the body are schematically represented by a series of lines and 
grooves that delineate the neck, head, arms and legs. The hands are held in front of the body; the head 
is tilted slightly upwards. The eyes are drilled holes unlike the lines used to depict the eyes on figures 



representing humans.  There is a wide muzzle and the mouth appears to be slightly open.  
    The gneiss barrels beads are 6mm to 4mm at the widest point at the center.  They range from 1.2 cm 
to 1 cm in length. They are inconsistently shaped, not round in cross section, but the black and white 
mottled surface effectively masks any irregularities.  Gneiss is a metamorphic altered granite. These 
beads come from Sub-Saharan Africa and were said to have been excavated in Jene Jeno in Mali. The 
silver beads that space the gneiss beads are from Ethiopia and have enough copper content to give them
a dusky gray color that matches well with the beads and pendant.  The hand made silver hook and eye 
clasp and beading tips are fine silver.       
     

T-14

 The necklace is 19 inches in length (48.7 cm).
The necklace weighs 31.7
 



Tairona

T- 1.....................$25,568.50

T-2......................$12.250.00

T-3......................$14,250.00

T-4......................$12,750.00

T-5.......................$20,900.00

T-6.......................$18,880.00

T-7.......................$16,375.00

T-8.......................$12,110.00

T-9........................$11,975.00

T-10......................$14,075.00

T-11......................$12,975.00

T-12......................$10,725.00

T-13.........................$9,575.00   

T-14.........................$1,410.00


